==t .
5L/ 23 a/ /

'Ananin i e F F FF F FF F ¥

o ooy sevee

eveeee
A s l'Q'."...I!!I!'I‘I
-

INTERNATIONALLY AS WELL AS WITHIN

IN 1997 THAILAND AMENDED HUMAN RIGH

CHANGES TO OLD BELIEFS AND UNDERSTANDI

ANY THINGS THAT USED TO BE RIGHT IN THEN

COULD BE NO LONGER ACCEPTABLE IN TODAYS!

£X WORK 1N THIS PRESENT TIME, NEEDSTO!

5 |
AT WITH TODAY' VISIONS AND UNDERSTANBI

Afsdaefonuidnisfianu 201

freeTeYy

TrYTTTIY







This is Us
EMPOWER Foundation Museum of
Sex works in Thai Society

iliiols1

o s

ANBATU SULENIanA ludaanlne

Tne 3alls Bumaed

1st edition 2015

www.empowerfoundation.org
badgirls@empowerfoundation.org



ISBN: 978-616-91157-2-4

EMPOWER UNIVERSITY PRESS

FUNANNNAINNR DB NS

57/60 TIVANOND ROAD, NOTHABURI 11000, THAILAND

57/60 nuuﬁmuuﬁ, %‘H:‘Y]lﬁ 11000

EMPOWER UNIVERSITY PRESS is a publishing house of
EMPOWER FOUNDATION,
An organization by and for sex workers in Thailand

funAuNUNINeIRIENNIINES
duvesyafifidunnned @uasulamadnds) asdniwauwianu

Ao a A Y ’~
AGuAuMIlag waziia winauusnsiudszinalng

‘This is us’ EMPOWER’s museum
“iaasy ARSAMLEUN LS
First published in Nonthaburi 2016

Aaa ¢ & > a
ANUNATIILLIN V]%u‘ﬂl!s f] 2559



Waninahidow.a. 2528 auu
AN MNFRDITNIN N auiFunthaus
Uszdutunaain@uiniuisoinaia ng
LAZENNTNE AsAUaU BN 18 AUy
aan bl ranmwlwansons uud LI
fududustuuauudnungliinesnun il
ANANFUNFIU MR UILAREIAT
Tiunamoiinio luowi ludiedeauy 1y
sewolu TdRde uas lifivnedndulu
GELNSHILIZE

Waninah Sudaou i duaana
nandudelin.a. 2532 snautiaiikanina
folwivnansvesnyunws safauTauan
ANENAY

Patpong in 1985 was still a wide
open street, with brighten colorful neon
signs on both sides from more than 200 a-
go-go bars. The crowds were regular Pat-
pong goers both Thai and foreigners, bar
workers, flower sellers, polaroid portrait
photographers, Somtum vendors, doormen
and tuktuk drivers hanging out on street
corners, and tourists hopping from bars to
bar.

New customers of Patpong were
no longer men in uniform, they did not carry
guns, no green jeeps, no MP in full war
gear... instead they wore colorful shirts of
tourists and expat white collar suits.
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This book is our introduction for visitors to
“This is Us” Museum of EMPOWER Foun-
dation.

We understand our visitors may
come from various backgrounds and cul-
tures and hold different opinions about
many things especially about sex work.

We hope this book will help you to
understand our vision and what we have
learned from people who are working in the
sex industry in Thailand, and its former
name Siam.

We hope that our visitor find our
museum a friendly place to learn about ordi-
nary people, and eventually canopen up
dialogue between sex worker and non-sex
worker communities.

EMPOWER started in 1985 when a
song ‘One Night in Bangkok’ was a big hit,
especially on the A-go-go dance floors in
Patpong Street’s bars.

The Thai government at the time
was holding its second “Visit Thailand
Year” tourism campaign, to increase tour-
ism as an important source of national in-
come. The government ran similar tourism
promotions every year leading up to the
famous “Amazing Thailand” in 2000, to
begin the new millennium.

Patpong makes Bangkok famous
worldwide. It has been a center for night
time entertainment for those who visit Thai-
land and those who permanently stay in
Thailand, as well as Thai men. It has been
an image of fun and sex since the American
War in Vietnam. At that time Thailand was a
place that export death to our neighbor’s
homeland by allowing US military to launch
war from 6 air bases in Thailand.

Thailand became a home for thou-
sands young Gls ready to stage war in Vi-
etnam. On the other hand Thailand was a
place of thousands young Americans to
forget about life and death.

In 1975, when the GI's finally left the
bases in Pataya, Sattahip, Korat, Ubon,
Udorn and Takli, the national income
dropped and thousands were left unem-
ployed. The World Bank encouraged
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Thailand to attract tourists to substitute the
income. The western style entertainment
and A Go Go Bars moved to Patpong.

Patpong in 1985 was still a wide
open street, with brighten colorful neon go-
go bars. The crowds were regular Patpong
goers both Thai and foreigners, bar signs
on both sides from more than 200 bars and
workers, flower sellers, polaroid portrait
photographers, somtum vendors, doormen
and tuktuk drivers hanging out on street
corners, and tourists hopping from bars to
bar.

New customers of Patpong were no
longer men in uniform, they did not carry
guns, no green jeeps, no MP in full war
gear... instead they wore colorful shirts of
tourists and expat white collar suits. When
the GI's finally left the bases in Pataya,
Sattahip, Korat, Ubon, Udorn and Takli in
1975, the national income dropped and
thousands were left unemployed. The
World Bank encouraged Thailand to attract
tourists to substitute the income. The west-
ern style entertainment and A Go Go Bars
moved to Patpong.

For thirty years empower has
worked to improve quality of lives of the
workers in the street. We have been gather-
ing knowledge, background, history and
fresh information about the sex industry in
old Siam and modern Thailand today.

We’ve had the privilege to learn per-
sonal storiesof our friends and discuss and
observe the socio-political developments
related to the business of sex in Thailand.

The museum is part of what we’ve
learnt, as well as to remind us of our experi-
ences, not only in Patpong as nhow we have
had worked in 5 other provinces,
Chiangmai, Chiangrai, Tak,Mukdaharn,
Nonthaburi and Patpong-Bangkok.

We hope that our visitors enjoy
and gain from ourmuseum, and we would
like to thank you for visiting us.
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THIS IS US MUSEUM IS AN INSTITUTE WHICH COLLECTS
STORIES AND VALUABLE HISTORY OF SEX WORK IN
THAILAND.

IT 1S A LEARNING CENTER, ARCHIVE OF CONCEPTS AND
IDEAS OF EMPOWER FOUNDATION, THROUGHOUT IT$
MANY YEARS EXPERIENCES, IN WHICH RECOGNIZED
INTERNATIONALLY AS WELL AS WITHIN THAILAND.

IN 1997 THAILAND AMENDED HUMAN RIGHTS
PROTECTION LAW, IN PRINCIPLE IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT
ALL HUMAN HAVE EQUAL DIGNITY AND HAS BROUGHT
CHANGES TO OLD BELIEFS AND UNDERSTANDING.

MANY THINGS THAT USED TO BE RIGHT IN THE PAST,
COULD BE NO LONGER ACCEPTABLE IN TODAY'S
PRINCIPLES.

SEX WORK IN THIS PRESENT TIME, NEEDS TO BE LOOKED
AT WITH TODAY'S VISIONS AND UNDERSTANDING.
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Since the first invention in 1790 the
sewing machine has played an im-
portant role in the history of women
and work.

Dubbed ‘The Queen of Inven-
tions” in 1860, over time it moved
from homes and small shops into
large, machine-controlled environ-
ments dominated by impersonal man-
agement. Production increased and
prices fell, but workers suffered loss
of independence, lower wages, and
sometimes harsh working conditions.

Hundreds more faced unem-
ployment. The situation became even
worse when the addition of electric
motors to the machines led to sweat
shops.

On March 8th 1857 the action
taken by women garment workers in
Europe led the first trade unions.

During 1907, 1908 and 1909
March 8th marked the beginnings of
strike action and demonstrations by
women workers in the USA. Social
upheaval contributed to largescale
unrest, the organization of workers
into unions, and eventually to the es-
tablishment of government standards
for the work place.

Sewing machine has been
used as training equipment in rehabil-
itation centers for women arrested by
“prostitution law”.

Most governments believe that
sewing could be a substitute job to
replace selling sex.

Empower has had many sew-
ing machines donated over the years.
This machine is the most memorable
tool to us all.
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When rice was a major market value dur-
ing Ayudhaya and early Bangkok period,
the cost of 1 sexual serice was between 15
kg - 1 sack of rice (50 satang - 4 baht) /
recorded in 1680 AD. Today 15 kg of rice
is between Baht 550-750 and 1 sack is
around Baht 3,600-4,000 .
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Siam 1680: 1t is recorded that Ayudha-
ya official was licensed to run an elite
brothel, the proceeds going back to the
State. For the first time there was an offi-
cial service fee in brothels. The fee ranged
from 50 Satang to 4 baht. At that time 50
Satang bought 15kgs of rice and 4 baht
bought 120kgs.

The workers in this establishment
were 600 women, many were daughters of
esteemed officers. The official was also in
charged with buying slave women for work
in the brothel.

Customers included local and foreign
dignitaries, sailors and traveling merchants.

In the 1805 prostitutes are men-
tioned in the Law of Three Seals. They
were one of the people excluded from be-
ing witnesses. The law also cautioned men
against marrying prostitutes. Under the law
if a former prostitute was found to have
committed adultery she would be con-
demned in public and punished by being
forced to work as a buffalo in the field.

Both brothel owners and workers
paid taxes, the state gained more income
from taxes from brothels than gambling
houses.

Chinese migration*

Since 1727 the Qing Empire relaxed re-
strictions migration plus allowed the import
of Siamese rice to south China. Both migra-
tion and trade began to boom.

Before 1727 there were harsh re-
strictions on the movement of trade goods
and people from China to Siam. Article 225
of the Qing code read:

"All ... who remove to foreign islands
for the purpose of inhabiting and cultivating
the same, shall be punished according to
the law against communicating with rebels
and enemies and consequently suffer death
by being beheaded.”
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By the 1850’s Bangkok's prostitution indus-
try was centered on the Chinese district of
Sampeng Lane, where green lights instead
of the European red signaled work places.

Trok Sampeng

1889 records show that there were 245
opium dens, 128 gambling houses and 71
brothels along Soi Sampeng (Sampeng
Lane) Bangkok, the area had become quite
notorious.

Rong Nam Cha

Immigrant women from China were not
permitted to work legally in Thailand. To
support themselves, they established "tea
houses", known as Rong Num Cha, in
which visitors could have tea, a bath, and
sexual services

Bangkok Brothels in 1940

Siam change to present constitutional state
in 1932. At the time there were three
welknown brothels in Bangkok, in Trok Tao
(Today’s Yaowaraj Soi 8);Yai Faeng House,
Mae Kleep House, Mae Tao House

Yai Faeng is a kind and moral per-
son. She build a Buddhist temple in Trok
Kog (Plub Pla Chai Road), which later King
Rama VI gave the name “Wat Kanikaphol”
to the temple. Later Yai Kleep, which said
to be Yai Faeng’s daughter, was also build
another temple called Wat Kanmatuyaram.

There were others popular districts
in Bangkok, such as; Trok Suaniem, Trok
Vejkhee, Trok Rong Koam, Trok Poe, Trok
Yuan, Sapan Hlek, Sapan Dhan, Trok Hmor,
Worachak, Thanon Dinsor, Wongwien 22
Korakada, Thanon Rongmueng, Siyaek Ma-
hanak, Bobe, Sapan Khao, Nang Lerng,
Banglumpoo, etc. There are also foreign
women; Chinese, Japanese and European
worked in hotels in Si Praya.
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Sampeng in 1927

Since 1727 trading between Siam and
China began to boom, and relaxed laws in
China brought in many Chinese immi-
grants.

A century later virtually half the 400,000
residents of Bangkok were Chinese immi-
grants.

By the 1850’s Bangkok’s sex industry was
centered in the Chinese district of
Sampeng Lane, where green lights in-
stead of the European red lights signaled
workplaces.

“In Trok Tao lane there are rows of shop
houses on both sides, every house hung
green lantern inside doors, every evening
before dark | saw women holding bunch
of lighted incense sticks under the green
lantern. | asked them ‘why they do that?’,
they said to pray for more customers.

These women prices between 6 salung

( Baht 1.50 ) or 2 baht. But in the high rise
building opposite the lane, there are wom-
en doing the same work as these women
here, but hid their green lantern inside
that we cannot see from outside, so it only
serves people who are regularly known
the place as “ Yisun Lueng-Yellow Yisun”.
This was more high market and not so
aggressive as in Trok Tao lane, priced
around 3-4 baht.

I've been there many times, they are more
polite and the rooms are well decorated
for higher customers, not mixed up like in
Trok Tao lane.”as told by Kanchanaka-
pan.

TrokTao today is Yaowarat Soi 15 which
is connecting to Trok Sampeng (Vanich
Road)
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In late Rama V reign, according to
the law every whore house or "Rong
Sopenee” would hang green lantern at the
front, as the trading sign.

The law which order to hang green
lantern was “Prevention of Communicable
Disease Ratanakosin Year 127" (1908 AD).

Though the law only stated “must
hang lantern as trading sign...”, but the of-
ficers used green lantern as an example, so
all whore houses followed.

However, this is the first law which
use to rule whore houses in the kingdom.
There was no specific law to control sex
business before.

There were reasons for the law as
stated:

“The royal order of Your Majesty Prab-
horamindharamahachulalongkorn Prachu-
lachomkiao, today some women has been
daily practicing women of ‘nakara sopenee’.
Whom their masters set up whore houses
in many districts. In the old days there was
a master of the house who helped pay off
women slaves and had paid tax to set up
the whore house. Later on when his majes-
ty has abolished slavery, women slaves
who applied fo work as ‘women of nakara
sopenee’, must received tax ticket and ap-
pointed head of the house, at districts re-
gardless of suitable locations. These
caused many inconvenient and violations
and some women are il with diseases that
could infected men in relationship, and they
did not see doctors or received treatment,
which cause many illness and lives. And
there has not been any law to control or the
set rules and orders, in order fo prevent
diseases to our people. So, His Majesty the
King declares the rules of law...”

In this law, the master of the house
must be woman.
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The whore house must seeks permission
from authority and the duty of house mas-
ter is to keep record of all women both old
and new workers.

No women without permit works in
any houses.

No children under 15 taken into the
house.

No detain of any women and includ-
ing any contract which time control.

No nuisance of public and/or lured
men in public to come in the house.

Some other details, including to get
a permission the house master must pay
Baht 30 for the period of 3 months and
women work as ‘sopenee’ pay Baht 12 for
the period of 3 months.

Any person set up whore house
without permit must be fine Baht 200 or 6
months jailed or both fine and be jailed.

If relocate houses and not yet re-
ceive new permit or keep the women to
work against her will or women who do not
yet has permit or disallowed officers under
the law, the master will be fine Baht 100, or
detained for 3 months or both fine and be
detained.

If women who are under 15 years of
age, lie to officers that they are older than
15 or any women use other women permit
to work, the person will be fine Baht 100,
or 3 months jailed or both fine and jailed.

If any women workers acted inde-
cently to public or change work place, the
person will be fine Baht 20 or 1 month
jailed or both fine and jailed.

If anyone lure or force women to
work as ‘sopenee’ against her will. The per-
son will be punish as same as rape.
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AR Ay uaznuaaNYaNamMsIun  Bumpenbun Market and Charming Dance of Nai Rang
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Bangkok during the WWII.
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(From Kanchanagapan memoir) Mr. Rang
Ruengnam was the first to open a club of
“Charming Dance - Rabam Mahasaneh”in
a 9 floor building on Yaowaraj road. Mr
Rang would have a few women dancers out
on a stage. The stage stuck out like a ve-
randa upstairs on the side of the building,
not at the front. My nanny used to bring me
to walk around the area, so she could look
up to see the show.

Mr. Rang and his dance troupe had his
business at the building until the end of
WWII, then he moved to the new theatre at
Bampenbun Market, where he re-open his
‘exotic dance’hall.

Behind Bampenbun market was a place
where young Thais and foreign men would
gather around every evening until late at
night. There was a canal runningin the mid-
dle of two rows of buildings with a big Bhodi
tree at the side of the canal. Here there
were chacoal boats waiting to deliver their
goods. This area was called ‘Sapan Tan -
Charcoal Bridge’, though the official name
was ‘Soi Sra Song - Soi Long Ta = Bathing
Laneway”

This whole area was a popular entertain-
ment area for men in Bangkok. Inside the
buildings along the canal were the busi-
nesses called ‘Ying NgamMuang = Women
of the City’. They were young with beautiful
bodies,. Their faces wore make-up using
white powder with sharp eyebrows drawn
on. They would sit inside the building wait-
ing for customers. The costs per visit
ranged from 1 baht - 1.50 baht; 2 baht up
until 2.50 baht. To give an idea of the prices
a nearby flea market ‘everyithing 710 sa-
tang’. A dish of rice cost 5 to 10 satang
and a bottle of rice whiskey sold at 30 Sa-
ang”
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1945 WWII ended

Right after the WWII, the allied army re-
placed the Japanese in Bangkok. With a
change of customers, sex workers suddenly
needed English language and to understand
Western culture.

There were 85 cabarets in Bangkok at the
time, such as Great World, Happy World,
Venus Club, and Green Lantern, etc...

The most popular street for cabarets were
Nares Road, (off Surawong Road ).

Another area which was equally famous was
“Khao Chan ( 9 Floors )” in Yaowarat (China
Town ). It was a one stop complex with a
strip club, dancing hall, tea house, etc.

Bangkok then, was also well known for X-
rated movie industry. The movie studio was
on the second floor of shop houses in Baan
Mor.
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1962-1966

The USA and Thai governments’ signed an
agreement to provide R&R facilities in Thai-
land. In 1964 Gls arrived in Uthapao the
first US Army Base near Pattaya. From then
until 1976, approximately 700,000 Ameri-
can soldiers were sent for R&R each year,
they spent 6 months in the Vietnam war
with one week in Thailand to party.

Once again sex workers adapted to
the new customers, learning about ex-
change rates, rock & roll, meaning of army
ranks, slang and providing services to
young American men, some traumatized by
war, in a rush to enjoy their week before
going back to the war.

The Ambassador Hotel on Su-
khumvit 11; the Windsor Hotel on Su-
khumvit 20 and the Rajah Hotel on Su-
khumvit 4 all became designated billets for
the GI's Depending on rank. An Entertain-
ment Place Law was enacted in 1966 to
ensure the GI's were properly looked after.
This included workers having to wear num-
bers so the Gl could easily tell them apart!
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1967-1975

In 1967 it was estimated that the
spending of the U.S. military personnel on
R&R in Thailand came to approximately five
million dollars. By 1970, the amount rose to
approximately twenty million dollars, or as
much as one-fourth of total rice exports for
that year. Up until its end in 1975 the Vi-
etnam was and by extension the sex work-
ers of Thailand were responsible for inject-
ing some $16-20 million into the Thai econ-
omy annually.
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Prior to the 1950s, Pattaya was little more
than a quiet fishing village along the Gulf of
Thailand. Its long sweeping bay was popu-
lated only by a few boats and beach shacks
where the villagers lived.

It all started when a group of 500 American
soldiers stationed at the military base in Ko-
rat were driven to Pattaya on 29th June
1959 for a week of rest and relaxation
(R&R). They rented several houses at the
southern end of the beach from a prominent
Thai, Lord Sunthorn, thus opening Pan-
dora’s Box for this sleepy fishing village...
The word spread among other American
soldiers stationed in the region and Pattaya
quickly became a hot alternative to the con-
crete sprawl of Bangkok.

Even before the start of the Vietham War,
American Gls had put Pataya on the map as
the best beach destination to unwind and
indulge.

When large numbers of troops began to
arrive at the neighbouring Baan Santtahip
Air Base in 1968, things really picked up in
Pattaya.
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Pattaya wasn’t only about sex, drinking and
drugs. The first scuba diving shop opened
during this period, providing an underwater
escape for many servicemen and their fami-
lies... clean sandy beaches, clear waters and
coral reefs provided plenty of outdoor recrea-
tion to balance the night-time activities.

The first hotel, called the Nautical Inn,
opened in 1960 and is still in business today.
In 1964 the first bar was opened in the Nova
Lodge Hotel, which is also still open till to-
day.
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US$1=Baht 20
and a bow of
noodle in Bang-
kok cost Baht 1
or .50 satang)

When Vietnam
won the war in
1975, the for-
tunes of Pattaya
fell into a brief
slump. With all
the soldiers gone,
many of the bars,
clubs andworkers
were forced into
early retirement.

{ Yet the town en-
dured, boosted
by a new wave of
hedonistic visi-

- | tors from around
{ Asia, India and
Russia, etc.
Pataya was offi-
cially named a

J city in 1978 and
began to market
itself to a broader range of tourists.

Although the circumstances are dif-
ferent than they were in the 1970s, many of
the Gls still head right to the heart of infa-
mous Pattaya where things haven'’t actually
changed that much.

After the Vietnam War, many service-
men stayed in Pattaya. They married Thais,
opened bars and restaurants, and kept the
spirit of the American GI’s alive.

Today, thousands of American sol-
diers still come to Pattaya every year to par-
ticipate in a joint Thai-US military exercise
known as Cobra Gold.
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After WWII ended,in early 1947, Comp-
ton McKenzie published a novel titled
"Whisky Galore”, about a cargo ship with
10,000 cases of whisky that was
wrecked near an island during World
War Il

It was made into a movie called, "A
Tight Little Island”, but when the film
was released in France, they used the
direct translation of the novel’s original
title: "Whiskey A Gogo”. (The translation
of' A Gogo’ or 'Au Gogo’ is 'galore’)

In1964, a Whisky A Go-Go Disco opened
in Hollywood. It began as a disco, but
soon started featuring live performances
as well. Between sets, a mini-skirted
Disk Jockey would play records from a
suspended cage. When the live acts
were performing, she would pass the
time in her ‘bird cage’ dancing. Audienc-
es thought this was part of the act, and
the concept of A Go-Go dancing were
born.

In 1965 Whisky A-Go-Go open a new

branch in New York City and created a
bikini dressed dance as a show of the

bar.

This is a real happening of A-Go-Go
dancing.
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The Grand Prix Bar & Restaurant on Patpong
1 was billed as the “first successful A Go-Go
bar” in Thailand by owner Rick Menard in
1969.

Dancers wore bikinis and usually danced in
bare feet, flip flops or tennis shoes. About
four dancers would each dance about 3
songs before changing to another team.

In 1970 they earned around 2,000 baht a
month subject to the usual bar fines and sala-
ry deductions. Joy, one of the first Thai A Go-
Go dancers had her photo printed to give to
favorite customers.

There were no chrome poles until they were
introduced from Montreal Canada in the
1980’s.

Now bikini clad dancers performed on tyher
poles and A Go-Go dancing as we know it
today had arrived.

Its popularity and acceptance goes up and
down. For example In 2004 Thai police re-
moved the A- Go-Go poles from all bars in
Chiang Mai as it was ‘not fitting for the cultur-
al image of the North”.

Yet in 2006 The Non Formal Education de-
partment accepted to include A- Go-Go danc-
ing in the non-formal education curriculum.
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Massage Parlors

Massage parlors or so called ‘Turkish Bath’
houses had been around since the 1920’s
but became more popular around 1957.

An oldest bathing business in Bangkok was
Bangkok Onsen open in 1949. Later on when
the young GI began to come to Bangkok in
1960s, Turkish Bath was become new bath-
ing business, with addition of body massage,
and the business has popular until today.

There is no official research or record of how
and when ‘'massage parlour’ or so call
Turkish bath’ began, and how many in
Bangkok today.
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wnsaile $1aav GI’s bar in the museum
Sex Shows No Cover Charge

Erotic shows shifted from the ‘Cabarets on
Nares Road’ to the new US Army entertain-
ment areas, during the Vietnam war era, in
Taklee, Satthahip,Korat, Udorn and Ubon.

Workers adapted new demands and
styles from Vietnam introducing more magic
in the performances like ping pong show,
darts, opening the bottle etc.

After the US was defeated and left
Thailand in 1975 the businesses moved
back to Bangkok again. Patpong soon be-
came a center for the famous shows, bars
and A-go -go. Most of the labour force in
these businesses migrated from the North-
east including taxi drivers, tuk tuk drivers,
vendor sellers, doorman, dancers etc.

Erotic show were also showed in
Patpong bars with shows added an extra
charge and later the shows expanded to
Nana and Pattaya.



Karaoke

auafidsar em

M lanzad
ulutl 2514 Tap
Unauad slasan
Fodlwey laany
udedlnulssine |
dilu

amlannin
mdiu uan
auastdaensuiui
fonluaidomn
fauflazuwivians 1
mlanlunenssui |
1980

loang Gadszdnsg
1@3osm latng
fnsusedluunsa
lwngdn 11 uvia lu
T uaz litapan
nzidoun3aIm
Toine vawan ée

mlanzvih o ld
AAUATUEINULNIDEY
ua laannz Taiaw sy
maauunula (anms
fadu  Aszdusi
wasulandl

N AN “wa I 1at Tunia s asi ien
UM aUA SN ML 3 nBUA LTI
ey “1934M N 1BLAZY BT INEANN
in3eudvalusnsudnaosineausuauas
STULUNULREN

1uil 2542 fiauans lnsd oneaali 8lules
Taanz 1dunitslumieidumnau ins
answariaaluna s waz ldsuneta uoad
Tuiwa Tasumanonduansnda luil 2547

The biggest Karaoke machine in Tokyo.

pty orchestra

The karaoke
machine was in-
vented in 1971 by a
Japanese musician
called Inoue
Daisuke.

Karaoke- which
means “ empty or-
chestra “ - became
popular in Asia be-
fore being intro-
duced to the rest of
the world in the
1980’s.

4 Daisuke handmade
his karaoke ma-
chines for around
11 bars in Kobe
and has never pa-
tented his inven-
tion. Today karaoke
is a billion dollar

industry, but
infosn19leinzAng/Agalulan Almfivs Daisuke has
never earned any-
thing from his in-

vention. He said in an in-
terview in 1999 “I'm not
an inventor, | simply put things that al-
ready exist together, which is complete-
ly different. | took a car stereo, a coin
box and a small amp to make the kara-
oke machine. Who would even consid-
er patenting something like that? “

In 1999 he was fea-
tured in Time magazine as one of the
three most influential Asians of the cen-
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Karaoke machine made in Thailand around
1995, was the second generation (first gen-
eration was made in 1992). The customer
must put in a coin and selected a song to
sing along.

'Y

TuRgFusr9iatansasnae  I'd like to
teach the world to sing " siaeLa3adiau
a1 latnzuadian 3
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Tusnil 2526
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In 2004 he was awarded “Harvard Uni-
versity'’s LG Nobel Prize’, where he sang
“I'd like to teach the world to sing “and
received longest standing ovation ever.

The first Karaoke bar in Bangkok
is called Gunpay open in 1983 in Thaniya
Road.

However, for Thai people Karaoke
was introduced as a new entertainment
technology around 1987, developed by
Toshiba Thailand in cooperation with
Nithitasna music group.
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Lek- one of our leaders wanted to
make the bars of her dreams. She start-
ed her dreams with an artistic design
called ‘minibar series’, later on many of
her friends join this creative project.

This project inspired the “Cando
Bar — a just and fair bar, we can do our-
selves”. Cando Bar opened in 2006, lo-
cated in Chiangmai Land, on Changklan
Road, Chiangmai.

The bar is the first sex workers
cooperative. Can Do bar does not follow
anykind of the bar rules usually en-
forced on workers like other bars. It
does not have a bar fine and drink quo-
tas, for instance. Workers at Cando are
covered by government social security,
and work 8 hours each evening.
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RCHEOLOGISTS HAVE FOUND EVIDENCE
OF CONDOMS IN MANY CULTURES,
WHETHER PRESERVED ANIMAL SKINS
IN EGYPT 5,000 YEARS AGO OR
PAINTED IN CAVES IN FRANCE OVER
2,000 YEARS AGO.

%5 -t

efore the 1400’s condoms were
being used in Asia. Tade from oiled
paper in China and in Japan a small

cap made from tortoiseshell or animal
horn.

g century later in 1560's,
Luropocan men used condoms
made from linen to prevent
sypbilis.

John Wilmont in
7605 wrofe a poem
“Praise fo a Condom*,
he died of syphilis a
few years later.

n 1707 a British medical doctor Dr. Condom,
invented a bag for King Charles I's pet, as well as
for men, fo prevent Venereal Diseases’. He went on

fo develop his ii tion by using a bination of
sheep inftestine and natural rubber fo produce a
‘condom’. (some serious source said this story has no factual proof)
In 1740’s Giacomo
Girolamo Casanova
a world famous
Italian playboy,

in Venice. He
ordered a bag be
specially made for
him from animal
intestine. He

referred to

c"ond.oms as ., tests his condom for
‘RedingoteAnglaise’  holes by inflating it.
(Riding Coat).

In 1844 Goodyear & Handcock, produced condom from
rubber mixed with sulphoric agents, to make condoms
more elastic and stronger. It was nearly another 20
years before the first condom was advertised in
New York Times as: “Dr. Power’s French
Preventives” in 1861.

But in 1873, just 12 years later, the Comstock Law,
prohibited advertising any kinds of birth control,
and allowed post offices to confiscate condoms

posted in the USA.
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Condom in the History
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ince 1920 after the

World War I, Siam
(Tl‘nailand) and Malaysia
were the main latex
rubber exporters for
condom pro&uction in

the world.

—-_— ———

A 1930s condom dispenser from a
y 1939 the beginning New York pharmacy that discreetly
of WWII, the US army hid its contents is in the "Rubbers"

; . exhibition.
included condom in Julie Glassberg/The New York Times
soldier’s kit.

This could be the first condom
campaign in the world.

By the 1960s Free Love, condoms
were totally forgotten, because of
the invention of “The Pill” and
better antibiotics for STI’s. For the
nexttwo decades young people
grew up without knowing about
condoms.
In 198075 tllc W()rl(l was
faced with HIV/AIDS
ElIl(l tllc C()Il(l()II]
was l)ougflil back
as a prcvcntativc product
once again.

Emale

Condom
FIRST
AVAILABLE
IN 1980
invented by Danish MD, Dr. Lasse Hessel,
Female condoms can be used by the
receptive partner during anal sex.

Since
1997,
Adriana
Bertini a
Brazilian
artist, has
made
condom
dress,
and has been exhibited world wide,
in museums, gallery, UN head quarter
and many international AIDS Conferences. She
was awarded Global Award from the UN in 2007.

Today there are many new sexual transmitted
infections that cannot be cured, such as HIV,
herpes, warts and Hepatitis B. Condoms are
an important pregnancy prevention method.

Many people may feel uncomfortable when
talking about condoms, but the ancient humble
condom is currently the surest safest way we have
to help prevent HIV/Aids.



gnlvduisauseridaviand
When AIDS fell on top of us

fa o &

VONWWIDS (FusAvinEanswing14L3m3)
Buduna ulsaSouseumundangy
fiansandun linandumisRedinw uiams
uRAe i Sdufanssnlsusouisdu

Aszitanat 1986 firnnluntin uaw.ae
Inodadaiaadannunidnmné

M “UNaN@” felvilia KansznuBLN
HNEDTINIVINT AUANINEG deia UL
ward nesUAuMsluunszrlh aeanudu
AserUnaLNg 159a1ieasives Aernauun
asdulsafadamana Snw b ldaoan
@0 wiensomwinglvannszan lof v
T¥is5fwims unandmem@ssaszane

Bauwn s Tunaniud uaw. Wanninad
Wwenans Mupuwslu uWaninaswon
M3 lidena i uaw. Wantinad 1asden la
AN TDADFAUATTUR AUATZAUNTRT N
NARoMRTUMBUBN LTAZARINNUMUEN
snndu ilesasdnliaudaetng Sivadna
uaziidonafinneod

Wuisnves lulamsau “wndamuios
LENED DOIWINNU LAZNSLRONARNLLLIL
miaude duil § siidoa

Fuil T 13ududomMIIasad 1384 MITm
waidasadt lugusnuuinms laoisas
vuauuriiun g tazuanneeausd dosn
Ieauniuazasnandu o 1pdfuam g
1391andTaIRINANTNY Lazueniiiu
witnuusns Adivading Gadsmsuinmsi
tlaeasis “Its good for you and for me”

fdafin vih lduwnies Jeideldussnu
My ioaiuead innzanudovesan
n I lufsanfsns suufanetua “nas
e Tasamzwiinnuuinms

EMPOWER started as a language school
for sex workers in Patpong area. All of our
activities then were organized around
school’s activities.

In 1986 big headlines in all newspa-
pers in Bangkok were about a Thai man
infected by AIDS from foreigner. The word
“foreigner” was directly alarmed people in
Patpong, especially workers and all bars
operators. The press furiously spun the
news for several days, and immediately
AIDS become a sign of doomsday. Thailand
was soon covered with images of skull - a
death threat from ‘“foreigners’.

At the time EMPOWER was produc-
ing a Patpong Newspaper, distributed in
bars in Patpong and Sukhumvit areas.
However, one monthly newspaper could not
fightback successfully against such mas-
sive propaganda by local media and the
government’s frightening messages.

We came up with a simple idea to
encourage people to think rationally that
AIDS is a disease that we can protect our-
selves from if we have the right information.
Empower produced a small cartoon booklet
and poster with this message for wide distri-
bution.

Later on a street performance the
‘Honey Bee Special’ was created to give
information that condoms can help prevent
AIDS for everyone. “It's good for you and for
me.”

One of the reasons that empower
became a familiar headline for HIV/AIDS
campaigns throughout many years, is be-
cause society still believes that sex workers
are ‘risk group’ and if we can control sex
workers then we will protect the whole soci-
ety. Our activities are how we fight back
against the stereotypes and myths.
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WUTIRON ATTURINYA TUil T ik Fya
Exhibition of street play 'Honey Bee Special

To centralize campaign by pointing fingers
to ‘risk groups’, resulted in rising numbers of
infection among house wives.

However, 30 years have passed, Thailand
has AIDS under control with anti-viral medi-
cines, but Thailand still cannot do without
‘risk group’ at the front of the campaign,
while house wives communities are still ig-
nored.
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Thai Boxing is an art of self-defense, to
be a boxer, one must have courage
with out any fear. Boxing training cov-
ered all methods and techniques of de-
fense to use various parts of the body
and movement, bite, kick, punch,
grasp, head butt, foot work and arm
guard. It can be practiced everywhere,
by children, adult, male and female.

To be a sex worker....
Courage is power to success either in a
game, a fight, or a serious duty.

To be a sex worker...
One must learn an art of self-defense
about how to make a step forward and
move back word. Who to hit as a target
with soft punch or heard kick. Smart sex
workers practically live in unjust society.
Where they must learn how to minimize
the exploitation and reduce legal violation
of the law enforcement.
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Bell does not always ring when a round ends.

Ringing the bell has been associated with
buying drinks in a bar at least 250 years.
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In the mid 1400’s the bell first made a
transition from land to sea when the English
Navy adopted it to mark the time and other
events at sea. Soon most other European
Navy’s had followed suit.

The Dutch rang the bell as a signal to
“Open Fire “and in the late 1700’s bell were
mounted in the seafarers bars of Amsterdam
and rung as a signal to “ begin drinking “.
Soon after English Naval Officer’s clubs all
sported a bell in the bar. It was rung to an-
nounce someone was breaking club rules
e.g. wearing their hat in the bar. A common

punishment was “buying a round of drinks “
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If someone rang the bell and the offence was
not proven they were obliged to buy a round
for the bar. The new American Navy in
1890’s also adopted the bell and many of its
traditions.

The bell also made a brief appear-
ance in the gold rush era of the late 1890’s.
Lucky prospector’s would rush to the saloon
and ring the bell to announce they were back
from the gold fields with gold in their pocket!
Of course they were obliged to share their
joy by buying a round.

During WWII American fighter adopt-
ed the bell for their mess clubs. After a suc-
cessful mission pilots would ring the bell and
celebrate their safe return by buying every-
one a drink. These pilots were also the first
to hang the bell in prominent positions hop-
ing to lure unsuspecting cadets and new
pilots into ringing the bell and therefore being
obliged to buy a round. Sound familiar?
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“Honey Bee Special’, a street perfor-
mances of short funny skids, reminding
people about safer sex and promote the
use of condom. The group performed on
streets in front of bars, or on a-go-go
floor, in Patpong, Nana, Soi Cowboy and
Chiangmai, Pataya and Patong/Phuket.
They were active around 1989-2006.

“ Ladies and Gentlemen; It has been
many years now, that we have heard the
word AIDS. Still no-one can explain
where AIDS came from. However, the
fact is AIDS is everywhere and we as
humans must continue our lives together
in happiness. We would like to wish you
all, no matter who you are, your profes-
sion, education or nationality. If you are
a woman or a man, a healthy and safe
life - and a good day. We EMPOWER ..”
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project works with young people in schools using art to understand HIV/AIDS and created AIDS
memorial banners.
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Naam Chewit Project

A project helping us to remember and en-
couraging us to express our grief and love
for those who passed away with AIDS.

We believe people who are living
with HIV and die from HIV are important
witnesses to how we value lives and living
together, and how much we love each oth-
er. Many people die from our ignorance,
from failure of medical science, from dis-
crimination and lack of human rights.

NaamChewit encourages all walks of
life especially young people, to help make
banners dedicated for people who die from
AIDS. These banners remind us of the im-
portance of what has been lost; to continue
to push for recognition of human rights and
improvement of medical science which will
allow us to live together in harmony.
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Naam Chewit Newsletter
(1990-1998)

A voice of people living with HIV, publicized
about research and innovation and debates
of treatment and care and emphasis on
“living together with HIV/AIDS”.

vilaf NN runiinauusng

Tow iBuwnnred

Publications for Sex workers communi-
ty by EMPOWER:

“Wenriwaid”

N TNTUAUWILINGS 2529-2534
“Patpong”

By and for Patpong community
1986-1991

“LONWIIIDI"
FATUNUNNUDINT 2534-2544

“‘EMPOWER”
By and for sex workers 1991-2001

“Bad Girls Newspaper”
Good Girls Go to Heaven,
Bad Girls Go Everywhere!
AR UNTUNITNNULEM TRz NGRS
Hidh lawitnauuims, 2544 - 2550

“Bad Girls Newspaper”

Good Girls go to Heaven

Bad Girls go everywhere

For sex wokers community and all
who support sex workers’ rights.
2001-2007
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anudasnsiamousnm nefinndu
ziussuinuuauime no Aazvinli
Fialwdes v Sdenarnmsunndu uazain
Warnnmademstanduau Ino léGdu
wisnntudn 5 U inAdaudisisns
uazihaiuAdaudiudaen dnuvislumouau
matniia Lazunawns Tonaue Uil

“g5a eludr Il Tsa 50 o Iny

wmg Tleluaen Tvign Iiha Tu Tsawe v1ait
w3 Ing 1dnae laudaue s

@12 aennvinudTw ld iapdadieennlion
dinaranTwiiod Ing iwsrzeenvinulu
a3 Ing

IR Ha...”

Labour San Frontieres

Empower Chiangmai center opened in
1992 and currently is located in Chiangmai
Land at “Cando Bar”.

We slowly realized that there are
more and more migrants women from
neighbouring countries come to our cen-
ters. Thai language training was increas-
ingly demanded.

Five years after we open another
small center in Maesai, a border district of
Shan state. Today we have centers in
Maesod at the border of Mewadee and
Mukdahan on the Laos border, on the oth-
er side of the map.

/" Kgmj/ng dreams to be in school in Thai-
e Meuy, dreams to have her child

born in Thai Hospital, for her child is
healthy,

Dao, dreams to have job and
thought that if she was jailed in Thailand,
she may have worked afterward.

Nuan... and... "
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Tu 18 Usuna

Labour Sans frontiers is an art project
that transfer dreams and lives of many
people who cross border to work in
Thailand. Many sex workers at border
towns helped make paper machete dolls
half human size, to represent their
dreams to reach at some destinations.

“The Journey of Kumijing” has
become an activities that empower has
helped transport the dreamed dolls from
village to cities, town to countries, to
lands of different language, with a
dream the every human being will have
equal rights, to travel, to jobs, to hous-
es, and equal right of protection of their
right as said in the UN’s “International
Declarations of Human Rights”.

Today there are 108 “Kumjing”
dolls living in adoption of families in 18
countries.
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Uszinaey 9 lugfinnaacdaans uaanidea e
1afianuwenenuagINdIFuIndoua 2510
lafinsdade sanaudsyinandiadionyiuaan
tie9lel (Association of Southeast Asia Na-
tions - ASEAN) aulszinewmand asnniiaz
avanuiluilnusuiiawiofiuniosiiu
LVATHEAANITAAY Fu uarduide anautlaqiud
sundnnguangdau § 10 Ussind uasle
sznasmduilu “szaneuiasegiaadau”
AasAndulutl 2558 1aadl ulaunauay
asznuAs Avuaduiniilulszanaunis
LienAu

ulszananandeud] 3uuwiineu
wnsnuAuLaIlsTIna nileduau Aagdidiu
1ade Auutaunavielseanauisin Tamamng
atnofe WMUMAIAY Ws991U wazn1sN
WAy, Nsviadwien, walad, nsAuuwd, uay
AUt adnduyrazru  Tasen1s SW-
ASEAN aaaidunninas S3anilseaoaniazl
witnouusnstuandauladun vinauainla
wazuanil8nu uanesauiufia Audeviag
vinduidiafndssananadauduase 4

faavdlszidiunan 9 Awinsuiuiniy
Hegviudu da Bagasuny uagsinna

“aFagilufivle—inaazdadusidusa’lad” lu
1l 2556 unas leaduauuliniineu
wnsluandaussonanudals ilauaaolu
Wiu wilnouusnssagiuanunlvidoau
uauliiisadnels i'ldvintisadal Auwdneu
winmsandauilszana 100 Ay Wadumaw
ugavfuas 1Nl uaznssaguadts HaIu
FunguuaInitinauuinis 10 Useind lagnda
waavduludafinssanisin "Yet, still we
dance”

NaIIUUAIWING Ladaudaoduidiau
wrnau 1 2556 Aviadaliausssuume
ATMWLMNUAS, Tl 2557 Minsilszamanideu
MAilszany Alsanamdiawing uas Avadadls
Substation dsyine &eaTus

SWASEAN: Sex Workers of
Asean

Countries in SE Asia have been trying to
find a way to join together since 1967
when Association Of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) was first formed. They
want to compete with the big economies
such as China and India.Currently there
are 10 member States. The ten govern-
ments (ASEAN) announced that a single
‘Asean Economic Community” would be
formed in 2015. New policies and pro-
cesses have been created to manage
this one community. There are more
than one million sex workers in the
planned ASEAN Community who will all
be affected by these policies, especially
labor & migration, tourism, HIV, human
trafficking and human rights policies.

Empower’s project SW ASEAN
brings together sex worker organizations
from each country to understand, share
and respond to ASEAN. We strengthen
each other and find common issues and
ways to talk to society and government.

The two main common issues
faced by sex workers in Asean are stig-
ma and police.

"Yes Still We Dance”

In 2013 Empower supported
Asean sex worker organizations to pro-
duce artworks to show sex worker’s ex-
perience and resistance to stigma. We
ran art workshops with over 100 sex
workers to explore stigma and resili-
ence. The works for 10 countries were
compiled into an exhibition “Yes Still We
Dance” The exhibition has been held at
the Bangkok Art and Culture Center April
2013, Myanmar Asean People’s Forum
March 2014 and the Substation with
Project X Singapore.
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Hit & Run 2011 - 2012
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NBNUMIANBUADITUNAN TENLVDS
uloune “dedumsdmuunt” 845508
fansgaiim Alwssunadasine lno (Laedn
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FunuinseviheNnuie erdfitendsuy
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fnnTosatd “wille” anads ldsune ndu
anaxdaazdfifaestn 1 5anudusssu
i lvifaana lhdhlahwans nssnudha
wawuanuing

Tuserinamsinuido fawanseny
vasuloupil wiinnuuimsdhuuan e
hofudndesimaswui dan “whiln day
duzesnmaunnzaiy SunuwaALse U
snuuimMate “day” 13es3nuuwiiln 16
Wusafuaals Tiduwnines a5
MWBUATRWIa “ atien Wagsb — Last
Rescue in Siam” i le5uda luawlu
mananiisdu 4 12 imana lufl 2558

2t lafienu auatl 2544 1Tudiusn
Tanedfiidmsveaimihiounamiu
Uszndt luthadeunnnan-duen 150N
“pamanzanpaies” iiaduindsuine su
tilaannSgUa Inowenennazis9a s
wanuld 1uiwela Ssunaansgs e ldla
s1u9u (TIP Report = Trafficking in Per-
son) Yz did deez ldazuuud o
ulounoansgs AdmIlinsananuLase
szine.

”

Hit & Run is Empower sex worker re-
port showing the bad impacts of USA
led anti-trafficking policies which push
Thailand and many other countries
make laws and practices to arrest peo-
ple who exploit migrant labor. The real-
ity is the only people arrested are the
victims who are not given protection
under the law, but are detained and
deported. This causes society to mis-
takenly believe migrants are criminals.

During the study of the impacts mi-
grant sex workers produced a tapestry,
the “Mida Tapestry” sewn to show the
process of raid and rescue. The view of
sex workers also led to Empower’s first
movie “Last Rescue in Siam” which had
been included in over 12 international
film festivals by 2015.

Since 2001, a new tradition takes place
each year from January to March.
“Raids and Rescues” are carried out
across the nation as governments hur-
ry to reach their quota to impress the
USA and get good TIP Report Card
grade.
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wiisFelapiduwniines Books by EMPOWER

For more information <badgirls@empowerfoundation.org>
S “Yet, Still We Dance” mundinge / wilsdosznauiinysanmsdatle wiina
o¥et, 551 we sapce usnmaursandun

“Yet, Still We Dance”; Eng., catalogue of SWAEAN Art Exhibition,
2013 -2015

Sy

“Puudviil”, 21 X 28 ar.u. M lnw / 110 w./ Wwauish wanszny
uTnmﬂmﬁmuuuﬁ GoWNUUINT

“Hit & Run” 21 X 28 cm. Eng./101 pg./ Report of empower on
impact of USA-led anti-trafficking policies.

“Reading Between Lines” 21 X 28 a1.3/ 481 pg. / Eng-Th / 5705217 UaN.
unana derdiou Mfuiunwes luviihFenauu duatl 2528-2553

since 1955

“Reading Between Lines” 21 X 28 2.1/ 481 pg. / Eng-Th / collating of
newspaper covering stories and writing about EMPOWER since 1986-
2010

e duividy”, widevuaihde unnives vesd aditiud daduunniisundesdns
Wl i lasiufdesrou

“Because we are women”, palm size booklet of poetry by Joyce Stevens, one of
the most popular poems on women’s rights.

“WILUAINRTUENNI Y 104 . / iudntuuns lwuwan Aninanuusnma Lﬂuﬁﬂﬂ
5"9"5“4"‘?”9”"" AMNVANY VDIAN MNANINLFBFEANN

“ Bad Girls Dictionary” 104 pg./ The first ever dictionary that written by sex
workers of words they define.

“ F30ATUIR Va9 LuAidR” / 188 u./ miTee i ) asswitnanuuims suley
WINNUUING

“Bad Girls Tales” / 112 pg./ collections of short stories of true stories by sex
workers in Thailand.

“Bad Gilrs of Lanna” /70 pg./ collating history and sex works in the history of
Chiangmai a capital of Lanna Kingdom.
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